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(1) What is the Buddhist conception of peace? The 
answer may well be stated: Buddhism is the teaching of 
peace. According to the Buddhist doctrine, one can 
attain “ Nirvana,” the highest state of enlightenment, by 
acquiring and continuously maintaining peace in one’s 
spirit. International peace can be realized when each 
individual has attained such a state of spiritual tranquility ; 
then this mundane world will be transformed into “ Suk- 
havati,” the Buddhist Paradise. 

CI The founder of Buddhism was Gautama Sidd- 
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hartha, to be known later as the “ Buddha,’ 
the “Enlightened.” He renounced a life of worldly 
comfort and became a religious mendicant, then after a 
severc test he emerged into the state of enlightenment, to 
be revered by his followers as the Buddha. 

Undoubtedly Buddha was a genius endowed with rich 
religious sentiments. But what led him to create a new 
faith was the social environment in which he lived. In 


this connection, the following three points deserve parti- 
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cular mention. 

i. There was bitter conflicts among nations in_ the 
Indian Sub-continent at that ume. 

ii, Multitudes of people suffered from social discrimi- 
nation due to the rigid maintenance of the four-caste 
system. 

iii. The Brahmanic religion could not provide the 
solution of these problems. 

It may be said that Gautama Siddhartha established a 
religion in order to give a solution to these problems. 
Particularly significant was the fact that Buddha did not 
come from the Brahman caste, which was entrusted with 
the conduct of religious ceremonies and rituals; instead 
he came from the Kshatriya or military caste. Born as 
the son of a ruler, Gautama Siddhartha might perhaps 
have conquered the whole India if he had had such an 
ambition. But he did not pursue such a course. He 
knew that conquest by force will receive retaliation sooner 
or later. Instead, he chose a path that leads to the reali- 
zation of peace among individuals and nations. ‘This 
is Buddhism. The Buddhist conception of peace is here, 
and this is the reason why Buddhism is called the teach- 
ing of peace. 

CIT) As to the method of realizing peace, the ultimate 
objective of Buddhism, it is necessary. 


i. to apply the true spirit of Buddha to the affairs of 
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our contemporary world, 

ii. to enlarge and strengthen the functions of the 
present World Buddhist Conference, and 

iil. to promote cooperation among various organiza- 
tions of the World dedicated to peace. 

In order to facilitate these, it is desired to set up an 
organization to conduct liaison among the Buddhist nations 


of the world. 


